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        Pastorõs Perspective 
Whatõs Next? 

                        

  St. Paul United Methodist Church and its pastor just completed their 

first full year in ministry together.  Where do we go from here?  We firmly be-

lieve that an organism which is not growing is dying.  Since St. Paul has a leg-

acy of unparalleled hospitality and friendliness, we believe that it is Godõs 

purpose for St. Paul to continue to survive and thrive.  Therefore, it is appar-

ent that in order to fulfill Godõs purpose for us and to be a useful instrument 

for Godõs Kingdom in Kerrville, we must take steps to grow.  Growth implies 

both an increase in the number of people who participate in the ministries of 

St. Paul and spiritual growth for those who are here and those who will come 

to Christ through the ministries of St. Paul.  

 As far as growth in membership is concerned, we want to continue the 

good work that the Evangelism Committee is doing.  In the past twelve 

months St. Paulõs has gained twenty-two new members.  Of course, our net 

growth is less than that because we have lost some of our faithful members 

over that time as well.  Nevertheless, receiving new members into the congre-

gation is a testimony of the hospitality of the people of St. Paulõs.  Another 

consistent theme of people who are drawn to St. Paulõs is that we are a church 

family which reaches out to those in need.  We are not so inwardly focused 

that we ignore the needs of a hurting community and world.  We definitely 

want to continue that tradition at St. Paulõs. 

 And we want to help our family to grow in numbers, especially in reach-

ing the unchurched.  As our new District Superintendent Bill Henderson said, 

any church is not large enough until there is not a single person left in their 

community who does not have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  

Our local missions and outreach programs have been one effective way in 

which we have drawn people to come and see the God who works within us as 

a people and as individuals.  We certainly want to continue to grow in the mis-

sion and outreach programs we offer.  One way in which we hope to expand 

the scope of inviting people to come to know Jesus is by offering a new wor-

ship service.  The main goal of the service is to invite people who prefer a 

more relaxed form of worship than that which most of us prefer.  It will con-

sist of very little liturgy, more music, and weekly communion.  Since it will be 

new, there will be some trial and error involved.  One of the drawbacks is that 

it will be necessary to change our Sunday schedule back to the times at which 

we had worship and Sunday School before we eliminated the early service last 

year.  
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Pastor Bill Johnson  

 

As a means of helping all our family to grow in knowledge of and in relation-

ship with God, the staff has developed a three -path approach to spiritual 

growth, which we have named òJourney to Abundant Life.ó  The title is taken 

from the words of Jesus according to the Gospel of John 10:10b, òI came that 

they may have life, and have it abundantly.ó  One path will be led by Pastor 

Bill, one by Carol Ann, and one by Pastor C. J.  Each path will consist of three 

stages: Meeting Jesus, the Message of Jesus, and the Mission of Jesus.  The 

path led by Pastor Bill will be centered on Bible studies: Meeting Jesus ñan 

eight -week study of the Gospel of John; the Message of Jesus ña nine -week 

study of the New Testament; the Mission of Jesus ñan intensive 34 -week 

study of the Bible called Disciple I.  Carol Ann will lead a series of small -group 

studies: a six -week study entitled òMeeting Christó; an eight-week study called 

òThe Parables of Jesusó; and a nine- or ten -week study entitled òMade for Min-

istry.ó  Pastor C. J.õs events will be a series of immersions events or retreats, 

lasting from one to three days each: òJesus for Seekers and Skepticsó and òAn 

Invitation to the Bibleó will each be one-day events held at the church, while 

òA Walk to Emmausó will be a three-day immersion event conducted at Mt. 

Wesley or another Spiritual Renewal Center.  

 We hope that each member of the church will pray for these initiatives, 

that they may bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.  We also hope that each of 

you will pray for discernment about where your life may be blessed through 

participation.  Our fervent prayer is that all of our new activities may enrich 

our individual and congregational lives so that we òhave life more abun-

dantly.ó 

 

 

New Schedule:  
7:45 AM Prayer ƋSanctuary 

8:00 AM Coffee/Fellowship ƋFH 

8:30 AM Informal Gathering Service-Sanctuary 

9:45 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Worship ServiceƋSanctuary 
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Godly Play®  
Extended Introduction/Refresher Workshop   

Saturday, August 21  

8:30 AM ð 4:00 PM 
 

Godly Play  is an effective method of both Christian Education and spiri-

tual formation.  It was created especially for children ages 2 through 12, but is also used ef-

fectively with youth and adults.  It is grounded in the careful telling of scripture stories using 

simple objects and figures made of beautiful materials to focus our attention and to en-

gage our imaginations.  
 

Godly Play  respects the innate spirituality of all ages and encourages them to use their curi-

osity and imagination to experience the mystery and joy of God.  Godly Play  invites stu-

dents to enter into our sacred stories to discover God and to find their own answers to faith 

questions with Godõs help. 
 

This is what we currently use for 4 th ð 6th Grade Sunday School Class and for our Kingdom 

Kids After School Program.  
 

During this Extended Introductory Workshop  you willé 

 Receive a delightful introduction to Godly Play and the theology of childhood,  

Experience lesson presentations from the Sacred Story, Parable and Liturgical Action cy-

cles,  

Discuss classroom management techniques,  

Explore the responsibilities of Godly Play leaders, and  

develop an understanding of the Godly Play environment and classroom design.  
 

The workshop will begin at 8:30 AM and end at 4:00 PM in the Godly Play room in the Grey 

Building.  Lunch will be provided in Fellowship Hall.  There is no cost for those who attend St. 
Paulõs, however we do need you to call the church office to register, as space is limited to 

25.   Registration brochures are also available in the office .  It is open to anyone  who would 

like to learn more about Godly Play.   For more information, call Carol Ann at 377 -5082 or 

visit the international website at www.godlyplayfoundation.org . 
 

 

 

Gone AWOL!?!  
Have You Seen Our Popcorn Machine???  

If you borrowed it or moved it from the kitchen, please call the church office and 

let us know where it is ASAP.  Thank you!  
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Are you ready to get in SHAPE?  
 

Come join the Fitness Fever exercise class  

starting in August!  
 

Day:     Every Thursday, beginning August 12  

Time:   5:00 -5:45pm 

Place:    Fellowship Hall  
 

A signup sheet will be in the hallway near the Parlor.  
 

Everyone can participate in this exercise class! We concentrate 

on overall fitness which includes; stretching, yoga, pilates, hand 

weights, and stability ball.  Equipment is not provided but can 

be purchased at a low price in the community.  
 

*Contact Person:  Claudia Smith @ 370 -3953  

Dearest People of St. Paul's:  
 

 Christian Assistance Ministries (CAM) is totally blown away with your amazing 

outpouring of help!   Thanks to you ALL who supported our call for toilet-
ries.   CAM can now provide this month for all our clients who desperately need 

these items!   God bless you!!  
 

Sally de Bruyn, CAM coordinator   

 

 

 

 



 After - School Group  
For children in  

 Kindergarten ñ5th Grade  

Will Resume on Wednesday,  

August 25  
 

This group will meet on Wednesdays, 3:00 -  5:30 PM .   We'll have Music, Bible Sto-

ries, Recreation, Snacks, Crafts and more.   Last year, we ended the year with 25 

children, and we hope to have even more this year.   We hope to have enough leaders 

to split into 2 separate age groups for most activities.  

We have several leaders already but YOU can help by :   
 

 Providing transportation from Starkey or Tully Elem  to the church (van drivers and 

adult riders needed),  

 Helping with supervision and activities  

 Providing snacks 

 Providing financial support  

 Inviting children to participate  

 Praying.   

If you are interested in helping in any way on a regular or occasional basis, call 

Carol Ann in the church office.  

 

 

Celebrating  
Needle Arts Camp  

 

We had a wonderful week of learning various Needle Arts ð 

quilting, reverse batik, embroidery, needlepoint, sewing 2 

pieces of fabric together and sewing on buttons, as well as 

playing, eating, cleaning, and much more!   
     (continued on page 7) 
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Each of the 24 children and 2 youth also made a 
poster board memory òquiltó of their weekõs activi-
ties and made a square for the Bible story quilt for the 
church.  (Look for it on display the first of August!) 

 
We want to thank all of the leaders and helpers:  Gerry 
Reinhardt, Laura Logan, Brent Cloyd, Pat Rascoe, Heather 
Mathews, Penny Johns, Jacque Levensailor, Brie McKinney 
and Brittney Guild; the òQuilt Ladiesó who shared their 
quilts with the children and gave them an entertaining and 
informative talk; and all of the parents and church folks who 
donated fabric, notions, snacks and other supplies ð espe-
cially one couple who provided most of our needed mate-
rials from their great supply!  Thanks, everyone! 

       Your Christian Education Team 

 

Visit Your Library  

By Jeanine Kenworthy  
 

It is difficult for the library staff to choose just a few books as favorites, but 
here are three from each of us.  Some are newer; some have been in our col-
lection for a while. We hope you will read some and give us your opinion.  
 
�-�R�D�Q�·�V���F�K�R�L�F�H�V����Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson  
    Water for Elephants  by Sara Gruen  
                         Am I A Color, Too?  by Heidi Cole, Nancy Vogel and Gerald  
   Purnell  
 
�5�R�V�D�O�L�H�·�V���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���� Always Looking Up  by Michael J. Fox  
         The Help  by Kathryn Stockett  
                    Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford  
 
�-�H�D�Q�L�Q�H�·�V���F�K�R�L�F�H�V��  Kite  Runner  by Khaled Hosseini  
          Snowflower and the Secret Fan  by Lisa See  
         �+�H�U���0�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���+�R�S�H by Francine Rivers  
�´�,�I���\�R�X�·�U�H���Q�R�W���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R���O�D�X�J�K���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���W�K�H�Q���,���G�R�Q�·�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�R���W�K�H�U�H���µ���0�D�U�W�L�Q��
Luther  
 

Your library is staffed Thursdays, 9:30 to noon, and Sunday 
mornings. It is open during office hours  
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